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The Austrian Culture Channel had a few more questions for Danielle Spera, the head of Vienna’s
Jewish Museum (JMW, http://www.jmw.at).
Right-wing politicians in Austria used to attack Jewish people in speeches, especially during election
campaigns. It seems that, in recent years, they rather focused on criticising Muslims for their alleged
refusal to integrate. What are your thoughts on these developments?
Also these politicians have to recognize that Austrian society is changing. We have lots of pupils and
students as our visitors in the Museum, these classes are totally different now, they are much more
multi-ethnic and therefore very interesting to work with in educational terms. Politicians who close their
eyes and do not acknowledge the transition will eventually lose their electorate, which will definitely be
a positive development.
Speaking of your current exhibition – do you have a favourite Jewish joke,
comedian or entertainer?
Definitely John Stewart. I love his news shows. Talking about Austria, I grew up
with great comedians like Karl Farkas. My parents watched all his shows on TV.
And of course Ephraim Kishon.
Are you satisfied with the way the JMW is positioned in cultural Vienna today?
First of all I am satisfied that is now positioned at all. This year we are celebrating the 25th anniversary
of the museum, it was overdue that has found his way to the cultural map of this city which was
influenced in so many ways by the Viennese Jews over the century. With our new permanent exhibition
we will be happy to position the museum also as a tool to tell the recent Austrian History from a Jewish
perspective and with that fill a void, which unfortunately was existing.
Many people are unsure about visiting a museum which focuses on Jewish culture because of the
terrible actions before and after the war. Especially an exhibit about Jewish humour could be
something lots of people might have problems to relate with because they rather link Jewish culture
with mourning and commemoration of the Nazis’ victims. What would you like to tell them?
The Jewish religion is a very joyful one. It is imperative that you live your life in a positive manner and
take advantage and wisely use of all the preconditions that have been given to you at the time of your
birth. The Jewish wit and humour plays an important role in the Jewish history. It could not vanish all
the sorrow and painful experiences that happened to the Jewish people but it certainly made it easier
to overcome them. It is vital to show also this aspect. We as Jews do not want to define ourselves only
over the Shoah. It is definitely the most horrible event in our history but we have to look to the future.
The same is the case with our narrative in the museum. To show the great history with all its
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discontinuities and of course also the Shoah, but at the same time to concentrate on Jewish life in
Vienna today. 68 years after WWII there exists a vital an very vibrant Jewish community, small but very
energetic.
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