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Amy Winehouse exhibit opens in Vienna
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The Amy Winehouse: a Family Portrait exhibition has her vinyl and CD collections and the crummy guitar she wrote songs
on. JOHN MASTERS/MERIDIAN WRITERS' GROUP
VIENNA -- The downward spiral of Amy Winehouse, which began in 2005 and ended with her death from alcohol
poisoning at the age of 27 in 2011, is well known. In Amy Winehouse: a Family Portrait, at the Museum Judenplatz until
Aug. 20, it's never mentioned.
"This is a snapshot of a girl who was, to her deepest core, simply a little Jewish kid from North London with a big talent,"
writes her brother Alex, who has overseen the creation of this exhibition, first shown in London in 2013. What's on display
here is a smattering of the things she found important in her life or that Alex felt represented how she really was. All of the
captions are written by him.
The first of the show's three rooms has items from her pre-fame days. There are photos of family members, notably
Winehouse's grandmother, Cynthia, who had a big impact on young Amy -- her style, hair, taste in music -- so much so
that as an adult Winehouse had a tattoo of her grandmother (as a pin-up girl) on her arm.
The crummy guitar she composed a lot of her songs on is there, between a pile of her vinyl records and a box of her CDS.
The CDs run from Christmas music to Bach to Ray Charles. On one wall is the "Songs on my Chill-Out tape" list she wrote
while bored in class at the Sylvia Young Theatre School. It was confiscated by the teacher, but kept. The 25 tunes cover
everyone from Ella Fitzgerald to Pearl Jam, from Frank Sinatra to the Mickey Mouse Club. Music from the list plays in the
background.
Winehouse's own music isn't heard in the show. But on a touchscreen with headphones in the front hall she's performing
Back to Black.
The second room is filled with things from her apartments in London's Camden Town. There's a cabinet of her clothes:
The dress she wore on her first Late Night With David Letterman appearance, shoes from Christian Louboulin.
"This is something for the fans," says Astrid Peterle, the Museum Judenplatz curator.
The rest is more personal. There's a box filled with puzzles.
"She loved to do crosswords and Sudokus," Peterle says, "but she was embarrassed by them so she kept them in a trunk."
There are books by Charles Bukowski and Hunter S. Thompson -- also tucked away. She'd leave Jackie Collins novels lying
around, writes her brother, but "would hide her Dostoyevsky collection in a cupboard."
Throughout the exhibition are quotes taken from the audition essay she did to get into the Sylvia Young Theatre School at
14. "But mostly I have this dream to be very famous," she writes. "To be on stage. It's a life-long ambition. I want people to
hear my voice and just forget their troubles for five minutes."
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Even at 15, both Winehouse's clarity of purpose and her self-destructive streak were evident, it seems.
HOW ONE OF THE WORLD'S FINEST ART COLLECTIONS WAS BORN
The Albertina museum has the world's largest and finest collection of Old Masters prints and drawings, gathered from
across Europe. How did they all end up in Vienna? That story is told in From Durer to Napoleon: the Origins of the
Albertina, which also showcases 100 of the best works until June 29.
The answer, in a nutshell, is that Prince Albert of Saxony married well -- very well -- and passionately embraced the ideals
of the Enlightenment. The exhibition's 15 large rooms are divided between displaying the artworks and telling the story of
their collector. If the latter were hived off into a separate show it could be called It's a Wonderful Life.
Prince Albert (1738-1822), from Dresden, was the sixth son of a minor royal house. The woman he wed, Marie Christine
(1742-1798), was an archduchess and daughter of the Habsburg emperor -- a very major royal house indeed. Marie
Christine was her mother's favourite and therefore the only one of 16 children allowed to marry not for dynastic reasons,
but for love. She chose Albert.
Through paintings, silverware and various jewel-encrusted ornaments, the exhibition demonstrates how lavish their
lifestyle was. They had more than 500 servants and made Grand Tours of the continent, visiting galleries and staying with
relatives who, in their case, were usually the rulers. Marie Antoinette, for example, the French king Louis XVI's wife, was
Marie Christine's little sister.
From the beginning the pair were art connoisseurs. Marie Christine herself drew, and two of her sketches, included in this
exhibition, show her to be quite good. Albert read widely and bought one of the first copies of Diderot's Encyclopedie, a
series of volumes meant to encapsulate all of human knowledge to that time. This was what the Enlightenment was about:
Assembling, classifying and sharing what we know, pushing reason to the foreground, burying superstition and ignorance.
Albert decided he would do the same for art. Instead of buying for princely vanity, his idea was to collect enough of an
artist to be able to critically appraise his work, and to arrange items not by theme, as was then the case, but by region and
date. He bought in bulk and in the end amassed 14,000 drawings and 200,000 prints.
In keeping with Albert's system, the works shown here are grouped by region. Da Vinci, Michelangelo and Raphael are in
one room; Durer, for whom the Albertina is especially famous, in another, with The Hare (1502), the museum's Mona
Lisa, having pride of place. Further on are galleries devoted to Rubens, Rembrandt and the elder Breughel; then French
drawings, including Boucher; and finally artists from Albert's own days, among them Jacques-Louis David and Caspar
David Friedrich. One marvels, quite aside from the works' artistic merits, at the superb draftsmanship on display
throughout.
After his wife's death from typhus in 1798, at 56, Albert spent much of his remaining quarter century working at his
palace, the Albertina, cataloguing and filling in missing bits. He was rather like a baseball-card collector. But what a
collection.
NEED TO KNOW
-- From Durer to Napoleon: the Origins of the Albertina, continues in Vienna until June 29. For details, visit the museum's
website at albertina.at.
-- Amy Winehouse: a Family Portrait continues at Museum Judenplatz in Vienna until Aug. 20. Visit the museum website
-- jmw.at -- for details.
-- For information on Vienna, visit the Vienna Tourist Board website at vienna.info.
-- More stories at culturelocker.com.
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